HannibalCam launches new online experience
HannibalCam.com shows viewers Main Street live.
For Immediate Release
Hannibal, March 2008 – Individuals longing for a taste of America’s Hometown need wait no longer.  Downtown Hannibal is streaming live on the internet.  This concept is not new; the camera is joining right along with Time’s Square view in New York, Beijing, China and even St Charles, MO downtown district.  

Sean Rolsen, project manager for the downtown’s camera system, states he is receiving rave reviews from as far away as Korea and Germany.  Many former Hannibalians and people who will soon be visiting are taking a peek into the streets of Hannibal,” states Rolsen.  “We send the link to each of our future guests staying with us at Garth Mansion’s Country Inn.  Rolsen’s family owns the B&B on the outskirts of Hannibal.  

This new site is an easy to view website with a live video feed showing a part of downtown Hannibal.

Anyone with a full-size laptop or desktop computer has access to this free service.   Any number of users can log on the site to see the 24/7 live feed of Main Street. “This service is offered in hopes to increase interest in downtown Hannibal,” states Rolsen.  “We own a Kitchen Store on Main Street and increase in traffic is now even more important.”  Rolsen works full time at the Garth Mansion’s restaurant, The Woodside, allowing him plenty of daytime hours to maintain the site.
A special type of robotic camera is what allows online visitors a look into Main Street. The camera has remote pan, tilt, and zoom capability. The reach of the camera is limited only by its physical location. Its powerful optical zoom allows you to see the bridge, Mississippi River, both ends of Main Street, and most everything in between. “April and May will bring the start of many activities to town,” states Rolsen, “beginning with the Loafers Car Show.  Right now we are the only ones controlling the camera’s movement, but as time goes on and with various advertisers, we will probably be able to offer the viewer the capability to move it as well.”  The site can viewed at www.HannibalCam.com 
